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Spring has sprung! Where has this year gone?  It is 
hard to believe that we only have a couple of 
months left in this Lions year.  I know many of you 
are gearing up for the State Convention as am I.  I 
hope to see several of you that weekend as we have 
a lot to celebrate this year.  One of the biggest 
accomplishments this year is our membership.  We 
talked last time about where we were at the end of 
ƭŀǎǘ ȅŜŀǊΣ ŀƴŘ ƛǘ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ǇǊŜǘǘȅΦ  ²Ŝƭƭ ŀǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘƛƳŜ 
this article was written were are only down 100 
members, that is amazing.  Thank you to all of our 
teams out there working to make this happen.  We 
have 2 months left, lets see if we can TURN IT UP a 
notch as we were challenged by PID Jerome 
Thompson, our Constitutional Area 1 Global 
Membership Team leader back in December.  I know 
we have some great teams out there, as we all met 
at the GAT Summit in East Peoria in February.  
Please continue to do great work and lets push 
ourselves into that +1 that PID Jerome had asked of 
us.  I know that we can do it.   
 
As for the State Convention, if you are not registered 
yet there is still time to do so.  We will not only be 
celebrating our accomplishments for the year but 
also voting on some important issues.  Please check 
out the section of this issue that has all the 
resolutions that we will be voting on.  Make your 
ŎƭǳōΩǎ ǾƻƛŎŜ ōŜ ƘŜŀǊŘΦ  DŜǘ ǊŜƎƛǎǘŜǊŜŘ ŀǎ ŀ ŘŜƭŜƎŀǘŜ 
and come and vote in the election.  We will also be 
voting to endorse our very own PDG Bob Block for 
the position of International Director for the years 
2019-2021.  Show your support for Lion Bob and 
vote as well.  He will be a great representative for 
the State of Illinois and Lions Clubs International.   

In closing I just want to thank all the Lions in our 
great Multiple District for all that you do.  And Thank 
you for your patients as we continue forward with 
the changes at your State Office.  We hope to have 
a new State Secretary Treasurer in place real soon.  
Please help us keep this train moving in the right 
direction, I know you all will.  Thank you again for 
allowing me to serve you this year, I have really 
enjoyed it.  SEE YOU AT THE CONVENTION!!!!! 
CC Darren  
lionsleadr68@yahoo.com 

 

Dear Lions: 
 
10 months ago, we the 
leaders promised our 
Lions and Leos, cabinet 
and District Governors 
what we will be doing this 

Lionistic year to make this year a successful one 
with new ideas, dedicated work and promised 
to complete our projects we earned because of 
our leadership challenges.  Now it is time to 
give accountability and measure our success. 
 
Even though we cannot reach our goals 100%, 
if we did something more than last year, it is 
called growth.  Look at the trees or plants in 
Spring till Fall, you can see new leaves, new 
flowers and new fruits.  Even though we had 
two bad winter days with snow in Spring, trees 
and plants never gave up; they kept on growing 
with new leaves.  Those trees and plants really 
know their responsibility, right? 
 
We human beings are better than that!   
 
State office was like a roller coaster when we 
lost our State Secretary; however our Council 
of Governors worked hand in hand to keep our 
State Office going as if nothing happened.  On 
behalf of all Lions and Leos, my sincere thanks 

mailto:lionsleadr68@yahoo.com


 
 
 

3        MD1 Lions & Leos Monthly e-Magazine 
 

to Council members who went out of the way 
and showed their leadership skills, brave lion 
leaders we have! 
 
-5ǊΦ !ǳǎǘƛƴ 5Ω{ƻǳȊŀΣ 9ŘƛǘƻǊ 
ILStateEditor@gmail.com 

MD1 Leadership Chair: Lion Jama Wahl 

  
At a recent 1BK convention Past International 
Director Curt Orr and Past International Director 
Bud Wahl, both of 1BK had a chance to reminisce.  
When PID Curt was a director, 1986-1988, he was 
from 1B.  When PID Bud was a director, 2003-2005, 
he was from 1K.  Both were influential in the 
merging of the districts to become 1BK.   

 
Their time together reminded me of the importance 
of mentors.  When PID Bud was hoping to become 
an International Director all the Past International 
Directors from MD1, Illinois, were extremely 
supportive.  Being from neighboring districts, PID 
Curt and his lovely wife Donna were always there for 

questions, guidance and encouragement.  Their 
time and expertise were most appreciated.  
 
{ƻΣ ƭŜǘΩǎ ǘŀƭƪ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ ƳŜƴǘƻǊs.  
Mentors, by definition, are experienced and trusted 
advisors.  Where could we use experience and 
ǘǊǳǎǘŜŘ ŀŘǾƛǎƻǊǎ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ [ƛƻƴǎΩ ƭƛǾŜǎΚ 
 
At the club level, seasoned Lions can be sure that 
new members receive effective orientation.  They 
can provide insight about club operations, 
committees and projects.  They can listen when 
other Lions have questions and share their 
knowledge.  They can be sure that fellow Lions 
understand the acronyms that go along with being a 
part of the largest and most active service club in the 
world, Lions Clubs International, as well as the 
financial entities that support this service, Lions 
Clubs International Foundation and the Lions of 
Illinois Foundation.  As a Lion shows interest in 
becoming an officer or board member, a mentor 
could share conversations regarding the roles and 
responsibilities of a particular office, helping him or 
her to feel confident in such a decision.   
 
Guiding Lions are trained to be mentors to clubs and 
club members.  Mentoring and guiding a Lion can 
enhance retention, keeping those hearts and hands 
strong for service.  Does your club need a Guiding 
Lion?  If so, contact your District Governor and one 
can be assigned. 
 
At the district level, a mentor could just take a Lion 
along for the ride when attending a zone meeting or 
district activity such as a training, forum or 
convention.  During the ride, get to know your 
fellow Lion, build that relationship, enhance that 
trust.  Those who are Past District Governors or 
District Leaders have information to share.  Ask that 
seasoned Lion when questions arise.  When a Lion is 
ready to take on a new opportunity at the district 
level, ask the questions, get the answers and be 
comfortable in moving to a new leadership 
experience. 
 
Considering service at the multiple district level, 
those who have come before can again provide 

mailto:ILStateEditor@gmail.com


 
 
 

4        MD1 Lions & Leos Monthly e-Magazine 
 

information and guidance.  As a leader, our 
responsibility is to always be looking for our 
replacements.  Who could take on your current 
responsibility to allow you to move on to bigger and 
better Lions service? 
 
LCI has a mentoring program with materials 
provided.  Why not have a program on mentoring at 
an upcoming meeting?  Determine how mentoring 
can engage Lions and enhance service, leadership 
and membership. 
Mentoring can also make friendships and memories 
that last a lifetime.  Just check out that photo of PID 
Curt and PID Bud! 
 

Lion Jama Wahl, 
jamawahl@yahoo.com 
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t5D [ƛƻƴ wƻƴ CŀƴƎǳǎŀǊƻ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜŘ ǘƘŜ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘΩǎ 
International Certificate of Appreciation 

 
 
Lion Bill Wolff received the George Lazansky award 
for accomplishments and help to veterans and many 
more too numerous to list.  

 
 
L to R: Supervisor Brian McGuire, Lions Ovidio 
Fernandez-Cuervo, Cheryl Lemvig, Joanne Watson, 
Andy Watson, Lee Beattie from Bartlett Lions Club. 

 
L to R: Back Row:  Lions Joanne Watson, Jimmy Bell, 
Andy Watson, Roy Engstrom 
Front Row: Lions Cheryl Lemvig, Christy Barry, Dave 
Barry (Bartlett Lions) 

 
The Bloomingdale Lions were well represented at 
the convention Saturday in Naperville.  Lion Karen, 
Susan, Sharyn John and I were in attendance and a 
new District Governor was elected.  Lions Jo, 
9ƭƛǎŀōŜǘƘ ŀƴŘ wƻƴ ŀƭǎƻ ƘƻǎǘŜŘ ŀ [ŜƻΩǎ ǿƻǊƪǎƘƻǇΦ 
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Durand Lions sold 233 dozen roses to some very 
lucky ladies.  Shown is what one of the delivery Lions 
had in the back of their vehicle. 

 
Durand Lions made the Quest Lady at the sixth 
grade happy.  She oversaw the Peace Poster and we 
got many great posters to judge.  Shown is  
Lion Dave Waller presenting her with a dozen roses. 

 
Getting ready for the Easter Egg Hunt at Saelens 
Park is always fun.  Shown are Durand Lions stuffing 
the eggs after a dinner meeting. 
-------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

 

 
It was a bit chilly but a beautiful day for the bunny 
bash and Inside the gym we screaned 26 children for 
ǾƛǎƛƻƴΦ Lǘ ǿŀǎ ǿŀǎ ŀƭǎƻ ƻǳǊ ŦƛǊǎǘ ȅŜŀǊ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ  ά {ǇŜŎƛŀƭ 
ƴŜŜŘǎέ ŜƎƎ ƘǳƴǘΣ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ Ŏŀƴ ƎǊƻǿ ƻƴ 
every year.  (Next time include your club name.) 
-------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
The Sycamore Lions board recently was made 
ŀǿŀǊŜ ƻŦ ǳƴƳŜǘ ƴŜŜŘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ²ŀƛǘƛƴƎ 
Room at the DeKalb County Courthouse. They heard 
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of needs not funded due to budget restrictions. The 
Lions approved a donation of $1000 to the 
organization and presented the check on Monday, 
April 15th. 
 
Presenting the check from left:  Linda Toles, 
Organization Treasurer, Lion President Brian 
Bickner,  Laura Peterson, Organization President, 
Lion VP Tony Sgarlata 
--------------------------------------------------------------------

 
 
Chicago INDO-US lions  host VOICES service D1A 
we serve over 119 kids.  
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Chicago Indo-US Lions Club arranged an 
environmental drawing competition for kids 
between 5 and 15 years.  They showed their creative 
ideas on the paper with color. 
--------------------------------------------------------------------

 
 
The Sycamore Lions will be conducting their 25th 
Annual Great Western Trail Clean-up Saturday. 
Anyone wanting to help may meet at the Great 
Western Trailhead / the Sycamore Lions Shelter, 
Sycamore Forest Preserve at 8am Saturday. Crews 

will be sent out to various locations between the 
Preserve and the County Line. 
 
 In 1995, the Sycamore Lions took on the challenge 
of Adopting the Great Western Trail. Since 1995, 
each Spring on a Saturday close to Earth Day, the 
Lions and helpers bag the trash that has 
accumulated on the north side of Route 64 and the 
trail area. The DeKalb County Forest Preserve staff 
disposes of the trash. 
--------------------------------------------------------------------

Bruce Wayne Summers, 71, of Du Quoin, passed 
away at 6:07 A.M., Wednesday, March 27, 2019 at 
the Memorial Hospital of Carbondale. 
 
Bruce had been an educator at Chester Mental 
Health. He had attended Bethel Lutheran Church in 
Du Quoin. He was a Du Quoin High School graduate 
and received his ōŀŎƘŜƭƻǊΩǎ ŘŜƎǊŜŜ from Southern 
Illinois University. Bruce joined the Du Quoin Lions 
Club in 1970. He served as President in 1975 and 
served as Secretary/Treasurer from 1980 until the 
time of his death. He joined Lions Club District 1-CS 
Cabinet in 1980. He served as District Governor for 
Lions Club District 1-CS from 1996 until 1997. Bruce 
also served as District Trustee for the Lions of Illinois 
Foundation for five years and during the fifth year, 
he was President of the board. He was also a 
Sustaining Supporter and a Foundation Fellow 
Laureate. Bruce was a board member of the 
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National Association of Lions Club Foundations. 
Locally, he was a member of the Western Egyptian 
Board for over thirty years and was currently serving 
as Board Treasurer at the time of his death. Bruce 
was a member of the Du Quoin Youth Club Board for 
over thirty years and was currently serving as Board 
Treasurer at the time of his death. He was a forty-
five year member of the Du Quoin Elks. Bruce had 
also served on the Gold Plate Board of Directors for 
a couple of years. 
 
He was born December 20, 1947 at Walla Walla, 
WA, the son of Robert E. and Lois V. (Baxter) 
Summers. 
 
He married Brenda Kay Hemmer on June 12, 1969 at 
Du Quoin, IL and she preceded him in death on 
October 5, 1994. 
 
He is survived by four children - Amy Atteberry and 
husband Kevin of Du Quoin, Craig Summers and wife 
Alice of Brookfield, WI, Ryan Summers and wife JoC 
of Pinckneyville, and Brooke Ramsey and husband 
Nick of Pinckneyville, special friend - Betty Roethe of 
Du Quoin, and thirteen grandchildren. 
 
He was preceded in death by his parents, wife, and 
twin brother - Rob. 
-------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Genoa Park District Playground Spring Spruce-Up 
2019     
 Saturday April 13th, Paul Bafia, Executive Director 
of the Genoa Park District hosted the annual Park 
Volunteer Day. He invited the Genoa Lions to 

spruce-up the various playgrounds in Genoa. Of 
course, the Lions started at 8:00 a.m. with Lions 
Corner Park on the corner of Madison and Walnut 
and worked on Chamberlain and Derby Estates Park 
too, spreading brand new wood chips (ASTM, A.D.A. 
certified) under all of the playground equipment. 
The wood chips are there to absorb the impact from 
a fall and to keep mud and weeds away from the 
play area with yearly augmentation or replacement 
needed. In past years, weeds and unwanted scrub 
trees have been removed at Lions Corner Park but 
not this Spring.   Many of these same volunteers 
bought, sold, and delivered carnations the previous 
Saturday.  The Genoa Lions truly exemplify the 
Ƴƻǘǘƻ ά²Ŝ {ŜǊǾŜέΦ 
 
Ron Stojan and three NIU students who worked as 
part of NIU Cares Volunteer Day also worked on 
spreading mulch at the parks. 
 
The following Lions members participated in the 
Park sprucing on April 13th: 
 
Photograph taken at Derby Estates Park: (from l. to 
r.) Lions, George Meckel, Jim Sanford, Mike Ross, 
Mike Dreska, Paul Bafia, Greg Cravatta, Hector 
Feliciano, Josh Haka, and Bob Becker. 
--------------------------------------------------------------------

The Genoa Lions delivered over 240 dozen 
carnations to local residents this past weekend. The 
flowers were purchased, wholesale from 
ά9ǾŜǊȅǘƘƛƴƎ CƭƻǊŀƭέ ƛƴ DŜƴƻŀΦ [ƛƻƴ DŜƴŜ .ǊŀŘŦƻǊŘ 
worked diligently with his fellow Lions to sell the 
flowers with Debbie Heiman the owner of 
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ά9ǾŜǊȅǘƘƛƴƎ CƭƻǊŀƭέ ǘƻ ŜƴǎǳǊŜ ōŜŀǳǘƛŦǳƭ ōƻǳǉǳŜǘǎ ŦƻǊ 
Friday and Saturday. Each bouquet was sold for $10 
with the profits being ear-marked for G-K High 
School student scholarships.  Special accolades to 
Lion Gene Bradford and Lion Dreska who sold over 
100 dozen between the two of them. Thanks to all 
the Lions and others that purchased flowers with 
ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ ǘƘŀƴƪǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ Ŧƻƭƪǎ ŀǘ ά9ǾŜǊȅǘƘƛƴƎ CƭƻǊŀƭέ ƛƴ 
downtown Genoa. 
 
tƛŎǘǳǊŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŦǊƻƴǘ ƻŦ ά9ǾŜǊȅǘƘƛƴƎ CƭƻǊŀƭέ ƛƴ DŜƴƻŀ 
are some of the Genoa Lions that delivered flowers 
on Saturday, April 5th. 
Photograph taken by Annie VanDerHeyden, who has 
been delivering carnations with her dad since she 
could reach a doorbell.     
 
όŦǊƻƴǘ Ǌƻǿύ [ƛƻƴ .ƛƭƭ IƻƭŘǊƛŘƎŜ ŀƴŘ [ƛƻƴ wŜƴŜΩ 
VanDerHeyden 
(middle row l. to r.) Lion George Meckel, Lion 
President Gene Bradford, Lion Todd Merritt 
(back row) Lion Dale Pelley  
 
Many Genoa Lions purchased and delivered 
carnations this week, and some of them were at 
Lions Corner Park spreading mulch the next 
weekend; so, a special thank you goes out to those 
hard-working Genoa Lions. 
--------------------------------------------------------------------

 

The Altamont Lions Club thanks their local 
community for all your generous food donations. 
¢ƘŜ !ƭǘŀƳƻƴǘ [ƛƻƴǎ /ƭǳō άtŀŎƪ-A-SaŎƪέ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘȅ ǿŀǎ 
a great success. We collected 1090.85 lbs. of food.   

  
 
Thanks for volunteering for the Altamont Lions Club 
άtŀŎƪ ! {ŀŎƪέ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘȅΣ .ǊŀȅŘŜƴ {ŎƘƴŀǊǊŜΣ !ƭŜȄ 
Walker, Ben Yagow, Rayna Duncan, Dillan Elam, Eli 
Miller, Ellie Osteen,  
(not pictured:  Logan Duncan, Brayden Elam)  
 
Also, Thanks for volunteering for 
ǘƘŜ !ƭǘŀƳƻƴǘ [ƛƻƴǎ άtŀŎƪ ! {ŀŎƪέ 
ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘȅΣ [ƛƻƴ /ƘŀǊƭŜΩǎ bƛŜƘŀǳǎ  
Lane Roemmich, Myra Duncan, 
Kendyl Schultz. 
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Arthur Lions Club happy to welcome 5 new 
members to the club!! Lion Butch 
Guenniweg(sponsor), Kevin Conlin, Erin & Brodie 
Farrar, District Governor Darren VanDyne, Ashley 
Stutzman, Lion Gary Stutzman (sponsor), Lion Mike 
Danford(sponsor), Brenda Peeler. It was a Roaring 
evening!! 
-------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
On Sunday, April 14, 2019, the Athens Lions Club 
held will hold their 30th consecutive FREE SENIOR 
CITIZEN LUNCH. Anyone 55 or older living in the 
Athens School District is invited to be honored guest 
of the Lions. The event will be at the Athens 
Community Park building and serving will be from 
10:30am to 1pm. This year the Lions will hold their 
Scholarship Fund Raffle drawing. Tickets are still 
available from any Lion member and will be sold on 
that day until the drawing is held. The senior meal 
will consist of ham, turkey, mashed potatoes, 
dressing, gravy, green beans, deserts and drinks. 
The Lions are very happy to sponsor this annual 
event for our community. The Lions wish to thank 
the City of Athens for the use of the hall. 
-------------------------------------------------------------------- 
On Saturday, April 13, 2019, the Athens Lions Club 
held their 5th annual Easter Egg Hunt for the 
children of the community.           Ą 
 

 

 

 
--------------------------------------------------------------------
Catlin Lions Club invited everyone to come out and 
have all you can eat PANCAKES and SAUSAGE, 
Saturday March 16 at the Catlin United Methodist 
Church. Serving from 7:30 until 10:30 a.m. to 
support the Catlin Lions Vision, Hearing, and 
Diabetes fund.   

        Ą 
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-------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
On March 13th, Casey Lions picked up trash along 
Route 40g. They ask everyone to please be 
considerate and don't litter. Someone picks up your 
trash behind you. 
-------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Moweaqua Lions were proud to host Sarah Minott 
& Katy McLain at our meeting. Sarah and Katy are 
on the Blue team, and spoke about their love for St. 
Jude, they run from Memphis to Peoria! They spoke 
of their experiences and fundraising endeavors! The 
ladies are hosting a table decorating contest, dinner 
and silent auction on Sunday April 28 for tickets or 
more information please contact Sarah at (217) 820-
1173. Sarah is also offering for you to sign her  
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running shoes with a donation of $10 or more, she 
will create a fb page where you will be able to follow 
ƘŜǊ ǎƘƻŜǎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ǊǳƴΗ ²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ǇǊƻǳŘ ƻŦ 
their fundraising accomplishments and thank them 
for their dedication and willingness to serve others! 

 
Our Newest members were inducted and pinned 

last night!! Welcome to Moweaqua Lions club Mark 
& Deborah Traughber. Larry & Lynette Cutler are 
aŀǊƪ ϧ 5ŜōƻǊŀƘΩǎ ǎǇƻƴǎƻǊǎΗ /ƻƴgratulations to all! 
-------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
If you haven't already heard, the Mattoon Lions 
Club annual Chili supper, held March 1st, was a huge 
success! These photos show a great time with good 

 

 


