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From the desk of Council Chair Lion 

Darren Van Duyn 

 

 

 

 

 

Greetings Lions and Leos,  

Is it Spring yet?  I think we are all anxiously 
awaiting the warmer weather so that we 
can get out and serve our communities 
even better than we do in the colder winter 
months.  I look forward to hearing about 
and seeing all the great things the Lions of 
our Multiple District accomplish in the 
coming months.  Don’t forget to submit 
your activities to Lions Austin to be 
published in the great magazine. 
 
As most of you know by now there has 
been a major change take place in the State 
office.  I want to thank every one of you for 
your patience with the Council of Governors 
as we work through this tough time.  We 
will soon be reaching out to you to find 
interested parties to fill the vacant position 
of State Secretary Treasurer, however, until 
then the Governors are working to keep 
things rolling business as usual.  A couple of 
things for you to know to help us keep 
things going, if you must mail something to 
the State office such as Convention 
registrations, event book ads, or whatever 
you may need to send, continue to use the 
PO Box that we have always used.  We have 
someone making the trip there a couple 

times a week to collect the mail and get it 
where it needs to go.  Next, if you should 
need to email the State office please use 
sst@illinoislionsmd1.org 
 

I will be checking this daily until a 
replacement is found.  With that, if you 
have emailed the old email address after 
February 9th, would you please resend to 
the new email address.  If you have 
submitted any letters of intent and resumes 
for Council Chair or State Chair positions at 
any time would you please resubmit those 
as well, I don’t want to leave anyone out.  
We could not obtain the password to the 
email therefore we cannot gain access to 
what has been sent.  Sorry for any 
inconvenience this may cause but it is 
seriously out of our control.  If you should 
need to call the State office, please use the 
number that is listed for me in your 
directories I will field all calls for the office 
until such time we find a replacement.  
With all your help and the work of the 
Council of Governors we will get through 
this and move our Multiple District forward 
full steam ahead.  
 
Once again, thank you for your patience 
and we hope to have the State office back 
up and running at full capacity soon.  The 
search process is not an easy one, but one 
that we will put to the forefront and make 
happen for you the Lions of MD-1.  And as 
always thank you for all that you do as Lions 
to make our Multiple District the very best 
it can be.   
 
CC Darren Van  
sst@illinoislionsmd1.org 
---------------------------------------------------------- 

mailto:sst@illinoislionsmd1.org
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Editorial:    TIME FOR CONVENTIONS        

 
Every year, March to April 
are filled with District 
Conventions and in May we 
celebrate our MD1 Conven-
tion.  This year it will be 
from May 17 to 19, 2019 at 

the President Abraham Lincoln Hotel & Conference 
Center, Springfield.  Our Past President Joe Preston 
will be our Honored Guest.  He is well known as 
one of the great ‘Singing Presidents in Linoism.’  He 
may sing for us this time too. 
 
For Convention reservation, form is attached here 
with.  Fill out the form and send it as soon as 
possible and also do not forget to reserve room for 
your stay in Springfield.  Lions room rates are only 
$99 per day and convention meat package is only 
$77 for all three meals, i.e., Saturday lunch, dinner 
and Sunday breakfast which includes registration 
fees for the convention. 
 
This year we have a new Convention Chairperson, 
Lion Gail Anton and she is going to bring some 
North Side wonders for the convention to have lots 
of fun and fellowship.  Take your first step and 
send your registration immediately.  Let us join and 
show our unity and team spirit our International 
Leader PIP Joe Preston. 
 
-Dr. Austin D’Souza, Editor 
ILStateEditor@gmail.com 
 

MD1 Leadership Chair: Lion Jama Wahl 

 Recently, I had reason to go through 
the presentation file on my computer to look for 
information to assist a colleague on an upcoming 
presentation.  I have learned that like fashion, everything 

old is new again.  Have you seen those pictures of bell 
bottoms coming back?  But, I digress.   
 
When I was looking for resources, I found a summary of 
a MD1 Leadership Committee Report from 2008.  Yes, 
that is over ten years ago, but the ideas developed that 
day still ring true.  I am not sure who was on the 
committee at that time, but your wisdom is still right on 
target!  Thank you!! 
 

Top Ten Lessons in Lions Leadership 

 

Successful organizations, whether in the business, 

educational, or volunteer arena, plan for success.  

This planning allows for individuals to develop the 

needed leadership skills and abilities to take on the 

challenges and responsibilities to meet the mission.  

The mission of Lions Clubs International is in our 

motto, We Serve.  To serve with the best of our 

Lions’ abilities, whether locally or globally, clubs 

need to have vision.  On paper that sounds simple, 

but in reality, this is hard work that requires a shared 

level of trust that then allows the sharing of ideas.  It 

requires communication, which includes listening 

and reflecting.  Frequently, clubs get caught up in the 

doing that is required to have a successful fund raiser 

or community service activity.  They forget to take 

the time to plan.  Why not consider how one or more 

of these ideas might help your club, zone, or district? 

 

1. Organized Abandonment:  If we always do 

what we have always done, we will always 

get what we have always gotten.  Sometimes 

this is good, if your project is a success.  

However, what if it is not?  Is it time to look 

at each activity in your club and determine, 

as a club, which activities continue to meet 

your club and community needs?  The fancy 

term for this is organized abandonment.  

What worked ten years ago, might not work 

today.  In some cases, what worked ten years 

ago works just fine now.  The important piece 

is to keep what works and throw out what 

doesn’t. 

 

2. Connectedness:  Lions that stay connected 

with other clubs have greater success.  Is your 

club extending invitations to other clubs 

beyond zone meetings?  Are you visiting 

other clubs’ fund raisers or projects?  Are you 

mailto:ILStateEditor@gmail.com
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working with other clubs in your area on 

common projects?  District 1B, before the 

merger of 1B and 1K, started a Meet, Greet, 

and Eat.  This met with great success in 

sharing ideas and developing membership.  

Any other great ideas that need to be shared?  

Let’s share them. 

 

3. Write It Down:  Many clubs have the same 

chairperson for an event year after year 

because that chair is really good at it.  What 

happens if this Lion moves or takes a 

different job and can’t chair the event?  If 

procedures are not written down a very 

successful project can go down the tubes.  By 

writing the procedures down in a “playbook”, 

any Lion that might become the chair has a 

reference to keep the success going. 

 

4. Leadership Starts at the Top:  Strong club 

presidents have strong clubs.  Strong clubs 

make strong zones, strong districts, strong 

multiples, and ultimately, a strong Lions 

Clubs International.  If you are in line to 

become the club president, are you taking 

every opportunity to learn and ask questions 

as you move up the vice-presidential chairs?  

Are you attending the trainings offered by 

your district to assist you to prepare for this 

most exciting Lions opportunity?  Are you 

attending the MD1 Forum or the 

USA/Canada Lions Leadership Forum to 

learn from Lions around the multiple and 

North America?  Are you attending webinars 

offered by LCI?  If not, you should be.  All of 

these opportunities will give you a stronger 

base of knowledge as you step into the role of 

the top Lion in your club. 

 

5. Mentoring:  Mentoring means that a person 

with some experience shares that experience 

with one less experienced.  Has your club 

thought about sharing the chair of an event?  

Why not pair a seasoned Lion with a newer 

Lion so more than one Lion knows how it’s 

done?  What better way to learn than by 

doing?  LCI has a mentoring program.  Check 

it out! 

 

6. Get’em and Put’em to Work:  How many new 

Lions join a club with great anticipation, but 

quickly have that energy dashed because 

there is nothing to do?  They are not assigned 

to a committee or asked to participate.  Busy 

Lions are happy Lions.  Let’s get those new 

members working on service to others. 

 

7. Orientation is Key:  To entice a prospective 

Lion, start the orientation process early.  Be 

sure the prospective Lion knows what is 

expected in terms of time, talent, and 

treasures if he or she is going to join the 

largest and most active service organization 

in the world.  Once the Lion has joined, the 

orientation should increase, not decrease.  

There is much to learn about the many 

aspects of Lionism.  The sponsoring Lion, or 

a Guiding Lion in a newly formed club, 

should provide such information or arrange 

for such training.   

 

8. TEAM:  Together Everyone Achieves More.  

Everyone has heard that two heads are better 

than one.  This is true in Lionism also.  

Shared ownership of a task leads to shared 

success.   

 

9. Time Is Valuable:  Well planned activities 

that start on time and end on time, or even 

early, let Lions know that the group who 

planned the event values their time.  Plan 

ahead and use the time wisely.  Everyone’s 

time is valuable, but the time of a volunteer is 

even more valuable because the pay day for a 

volunteer is the positive feeling received 

from participating.   

 

10. Engage Lions:  Engaging Lions means to ask 

their opinions, come to consensus on 

decisions, and share ideas.  Are you taking 

time at club meetings to engage all Lions?  

Involved and engaged Lions will continue to 

be active.  Active Lions meet the needs of 

communities.  Active Lions live the motto, 

We Serve. 

 

Each Lion and club are encouraged to reflect on this 

top ten list and then act.  Reflection requires that you 

think about each idea and consider how the idea 
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might bring you to the next step in service to others.  

The world is a better place because of Lions.  If we 

continue to think about what we do, why we do it, 

and how we can do it a bit better, than the world will 

be an even better place. 

 

Jama Wahl 

MD-1 Leadership Chair  

GLT MD1 (19.02.14) 

jamawahl@yahoo.com 

--------------------------------------------------------------- 

The 10th Annual Leo Conference was held on 
February 16, 2019 at the Elburn Lion clubhouse. The 
9 Leo Clubs who attended were: Elburn Leo's, 
Geneva Leo's, South Elgin Leo's, Greenbrair Leo's, 
Paw Paw Leo's, South Beliot Leo's, Kirkland 
Hiawatha Leo's, SASED Leo's and Rockford Flynn 
Leo's. Also, in attendance were Lions from Sun City 
and Glendale Heights who are in the process of 
starting Leo clubs.  
 
A presentation and video were presented by 
Mellissa Nadeau (Leo Specialist from International) 
on available grants and trainings. She brought us up 
to date on Leo’s around the world. We also had a 
presentation and video on Leader Dogs for the Blind 
 by foster parents Lion Mary and Dennis Nelson. 
who brought their dog in training, named Honey.  
 
Everyone enjoyed lunch, (a delicious taco bar) 
prepared by the Elburn Lions. The Leo's then broke 
up into small groups to exchange ideas on 
membership, fundraising and service projects. 
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Leo Convention held on February 16, 2019.  Lion 
Jesse Galvez is forwarding you photos. We would so 
appreciate it if these could be included in the 1J 
Journal as well as the State magazine. 
 
Hope you are both well and thank you! 
 
The 10th Annual Leo Conference was held on 
February 16, 2019 at the Elburn Lion clubhouse.  The 
9 Leo Clubs who attended were: 
Elburn Leo's, Geneva Leo's, South Elgin Leo's, 
Greenbrair Leo's, Paw Paw Leo's, South Beliot Leo's, 
Kirkland Hiawatha Leo's, SASED Leo's and Rockford 
Flynn Leo's.  Also in attendance were Lions from Sun 

City and Glendale Heights who are in the process of 
starting Leo clubs. 
A presentation and video were presented by 
Mellissa Nadeau (Leo Specialist from International) 
on available grants and trainings.  She brought us up 
to date on Leo’s around the world. 
 
We also had a presentation and video on Leader 
Dogs for the Blind by foster parents Lion Mary and 
Dennis Nelson. who brought their dog in training, 
Honey? 
 
Everyone enjoyed lunch, (a delicious taco bar) 
prepared by the Elburn Lions.  The Leo's then broke 
up into small groups to exchange ideas on 
membership, fundraising and service projects. 
Thank you to District 1J Governor Susan and Jesse 
Galvez for attending. Thank you to Lion Ann Kuntz 
for hosting.  And thank you to State Chairman, PCC 
Pam Graney and 1J District Chairman, Ron 
Fangusaro.  All of you made this happen. 
--------------------------------------------------------------------

 
Newest Guiding Lions from District 1A 
--------------------------------------------------------------------

 
For over three decades, Mattoon Lions Clubs 
around the globe have been sponsoring a very 
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special art contest in schools and youth groups. 
Creating peace posters gives children everywhere 
the chance to express their visions of peace and 
inspire the world through art and creativity. These 
are some of the peace posters from children in the 
Mattoon area this year. Let's congratulate these 
young folks for playing their part in this special 
event! 
-------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
At the Altamont Lions Club 80th anniversary 
meeting, Lion Jim Shelton (R) received the Lions of 
Illinois Foundation Fellowship for his many years of 
service. Presenting the award was PDG Lion Jim 
Strange (L). 
-------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

The Bismarck Lions Club served Pancakes and 

Sausage on Saturday, February 2, 2019. The Annual 
event brings together people from all over and 
supports the Club’s charitable work. 
-------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
Lauren Linares, Miss Hoopeston, with Bismarck 
Lions Club members John Bodensteiner and John 
Brain. 
-------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Lion Greg Green accepts the Lions of Illinois 
Foundation Fellowship Award from Lions District 1-
M Governor and MD1 Council Chair Darren Van 
Duyn. This award was for donations to the Lions of 
Illinois Foundation in the memory of his late father 
Lion Glenn Green. 
-------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Welcome 4 new members to the Lerna Lions Club. 
Matt and Mary Shober and Katie Easton. Not 
pictured his Katie's husband, Jamie Easton. They all 
live in Lerna, and are sponsored by Lion Deana 
Phillips.  DG Darren VanDuyn officiated the 
induction ceremony.            → 
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-------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
Mahomet Lions Club hosted speaker, Lion Jay 
Hoeflinger (Champaign Lions Club) talking about 
Vision Screening provided by local Lions Clubs. Lion 
Jay is the District 1M LEHP Chair. 
-------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
Mattoon Lions highway clean up. One of our many 
duties throughout the community. The more Lions 
we have, the more of a difference we can make. 
 

 
At tonight's meeting, Lion Kip Dugan presented a 
card to Cynthia Bantican, owner of the Village Inn, 
where all our meetings are held and our annual 
Pancake and Sausage Breakfast. Cynthia has been a 
big supporter of the Palestine Lion's Club for many, 
many years!! 
-------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
At tonight's meeting, Palestine Lion Kip Dugan 
presented a $100.00 to Sue Richardson of the 
Palestine Food Bank. The Food Bank is a wonderful 
resource for those in need. Sue has done a 
wonderful job with this public service. 
-------------------------------------------------------------------- 
At tonight's meeting, Palestine Lion Kip Dugan 
presented a check to Janet Fuller of J.K.'s Free Store 
in Palestine to help with utilities. J.K.'s Free Store 
has been great for those in need of free clothing or 
house hold items. 
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-------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
The Lion Larry Parker of the Palestine Lions Club 
presented a check for $500.00 to Gene Purcell, 
President of the park board to go towards the 
"Lighting of the Park". These funds were raised 
through a "Free Will Donation" made at our annual 
Ham and Bean Dinner that was held the day after 
Thanksgiving 2018. 
-------------------------------------------------------------------- 

With the installation of our newest Lion, Cody Frey, 
the club has the privilege of having active Lion 
members from the same family spanning three 
generations! Pictured left to right is Lion Jennifer 

Frey, Lion Cody Frey, Lion Richard Sprinkel, and Lion 
Jerrod Frey. Congratulations! 
-------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
Sidney Lion, Dennis Riggs delivered over 200 
reading glasses to the folks at Salt & Light in Urbana. 
The glasses were collected by Lion Martin Koeck and 
were recently delivered by the Koeck family to the 
Sidney Lions. Lots of folks will be seeing better due 
to this generous donation! Thank you Lion Koeck for 
your service. 
-------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
 
We would like 
to thank Brad 
Cash for 
speaking to our 
group tonight 
about the 
history of 
LIONS. We 
would also like 
to congratulate 

Jaimee 
Hettinger and 
Cecil Emerick 
for receiving 
the Centennial 

Membership 
Award 
--------------------  
 

St. Elmo Lions Club Member Al Nevergall sorts 
through boxes delivered to St. Elmo Food Bank. 
Because of actions like this, the St. Elmo Lions Club 
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was honored with a donation from the St. Elmo 
Business Association. Barb Kilzer, SEBA President 
presented Bob Wells with a generous gift that is 
greatly appreciated by the Club and will help serve 
our local community. Thank you SEBA! 
-------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

 
Naperville Noon Lions Club welcomed a new 
member, Lion Tom Garvey. (l to r) Sponsor, Lion 
Meghen Williams, New Lion Tom Garvey, and Club 
President Lion Jim Woodring.    
-------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
At the February 13th meeting of the Southeast 
Region Meeting, Naperville Noon Lions Club Past 
President Lion Linda Strugalla accepts the Lion Year 
2017-2018 Lions Club Excellence Award form 
District 1J Governor Lion Susan Galvez.  
--------------------------------------------------------------------  
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Aurora Noon Lion Bill Poss’ business, Luigi’s Pizza & 
Fun Center in Aurora, became a staging area for 
authorities who responded to the mass shooting on 
February 15th at the Henry Pratt Co. Lion Poss told 
Lions how fire trucks, ambulances, SWAT teams and 
Police Units converged at his restaurant about 3 PM 
on that Friday. Until about midnight, more than 200 
law enforcement officers took over his dining area.   
--------------------------------------------------------------------  

 
North Aurora Lions Club Recognized Lion Todd 
Niedwiedz was also recognized with a LIF Fellow 
Award. (l to r) Club Pres. Lion Doug Botkin, Lion Todd 
Niedwiedz, and Representative Karina Villa of the 
49th District in the House of Representatives.  
--------------------------------------------------------------------  

 
State Youth Chairperson PDG Lion Pam Graney and 
District 1J Leo Chair PDG Lion Ron Fangusaro made 
all of this happen. 
-------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Westmont Lions Club was also honored with a Lion 
Year 2017-2018 Club Excellence Award at the 
February Southeast Region Meeting. Three of the 

female Lions were new members last year. Standing 
in back is Club President Lion Rick Martin.     
-------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
Waterman Lions participated in a district-wide 
event in conjunction with "Feed My Starving 
Children." They joined other volunteers at The Suter 
Co. in Sycamore where they packed nearly one 
million meals to be shipped where needed around 
the world. (l to r) Lions Norm Gaston, Warren 
Sommerfield, Kathy Smith, and Austin  Sommerfield. 
--------------------------------------------------------------------    

 
Lombard Lions welcomed a new member into the 
club. His name is Lion James Graziano and he is 
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anxious to fulfill the mandates of Lionism. (l to r) 
Lion Ernie Turcotte, New Lion James Graziano, and 
Sponsor, Club President Lion David Orr.   
--------------------------------------------------------------------  

 
Waterman Lion Bob Bend helped serve meals to 
guests of the Ski For Sight event held in late January.    
-------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
Lombard Lions Club would like to sell its complete 
setup for making cotton candy. It consists of:  a 
cotton candy/popcorn wagon, bubble floss bubble, 
and the floss cotton candy machine. The club is 
asking $1,200 for all this equipment. To purchase 
new, it would cost over $1,700. This equipment is in 
excellent condition and was used as a fundraiser at 
the Annual Lombard Lilac Parade. If anyone is 
interested or has questions, please contact Lion 
Robert Lehman at 630-620-1586.   
--------------------------------------------------------------------  
North Aurora Lion Robyn Steicklein was also 
honored with a Lions of Illinois Foundation Fellow 
Award. (l to r) Club Pres. Lion Doug Botkin, Lion 
Robyn Steicklein, and Representative Karina Villa of 
the 49th District in the House of Representatives. 

        --> 

 

 
--------------------------------------------------------------------   

 
North Aurora Lion Dennis Martz was recognized by 
his club with a Melvin Jones Fellowship Award.  (l to 
r) Club Pres. Lion Doug Botkin, Lion Dennis Martz, 
and Representative Karina Villa of the 49th District 
in the House of Representatives.    
-------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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The Mounds Lions Club donated school supplies to 
Meridian Elementary and High Schools. Pictured 
Principal Harris, Lions Ann Terry And Josie Eason. 
-------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

 
The Mounds Lions Club donated school supplies to 
Cairo Elementary and Cairo High Schools, pictured 
top with Valerie Hall and bottom Principal Lisa 
Thomas with Lion President Retha and PDG Derek 
Eurales. 

 
Mounds Lions Club received an award at the Martin 
Luther King Breakfast for community service and 
volunteerism. Pictured President Lion Retha Eurales 
and president of the Alexander/Pulaski County 
NAACP Cairo Mayor Tyrone Coleman. 
-------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
Mounds Lions Club donated $100.00 to the Mounds 
Library for the computer Lab for grades 7th-12th. 
Pictured Lion Ann Terry, Secretary Lion Josie Eason, 
Librarian Eunice McClung And President Lion Retha 
Eurales. 
-------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Welcome new Members, Lions Vanessa and Byron 
Stewart.  We look forward to getting to know you 
better while serving our community.  We are so glad 
you joined us!  The Stewarts own the UPS Store 
where the old Radio Shack used to be.  Welcome 
Welcome!  
 
The Stewarts are pictured here with President Lion 
George Obernagel.  
 
Their sponsor was Lion Deb Ruggeri.                     → 
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-------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
This year’s Waterloo Lions Club Peace Poster 
Winners are 1st Place Nora Wirth and 2nd Place 
Elise Kink. A big shout out to these young people for 
participating in the Peace Poster Contest “Kindness 
Matters”. 
  
Each year a theme is chosen.  One winner is chosen 
to advance to District Level, if chosen the poster will 
advance to the State Level, after state if the poster 
advances it will be sent to International Level for 
final judging.  The Waterloo Lions Club was pleased 

to announce that Nora Wirth’s Peace Poster did 
advance to the State Level. 
  
Nora & Elise both attended the Waterloo Lions Club 
Meeting and dinner along with their families to 
receive their Awards and Certificates of 
Appreciation. 
 

 
A special thank you goes out to Ms. Annette Rau for 
working with the Waterloo Lions Club to encourage 
our young students to participate in the Peace 
Poster Contest.  This would not have been 
successful without her help.  Pictured with President 
Lion George Obernagel and Secretary Lion Sherry 
Cates-Straub. 
Left: Nora Wirth, 1st Place                                                    
Right: Elise Kink, 2nd Place 
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The Bartlett Lions Club held its 4 annual chili cook 
off dinner.  There were 7 chili entries for dinner at 
our meeting and we enjoyed every one of them.  It 
was a tough decision and the winners were: 
Left to Right:  2016 1st place Lion Kurt Hull, 2017 1st 
place Lion Joanne Watson, 2018 & 2019 1st place 
Lion Ken Kusch, 2019 2nd place Lion Brian Coak, 
2019 3rd place Lion Rich Simonson. 
-------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

 

District 1A I VDG Jonie McMillan had a fund raiaser 
on February 10th at Garden Chalet, Worth, Illinois. 
-------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
During Lions of Illinois Foundation Board Meeting 
at the Chateau, Bloomington, PDG Steve Griffin, 
PDG Tom Martin and PDG Jane Martin were 
awarded with their Progressive Lions of Illinois 
Foundation Fellows.  In picture you see them with 
Lions of Illinois Foundation Executive Director PDG 
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Mario Gumino and PCC Fred Peska LIF Endowment 
Fund Chairperson. 
--------------------------------------------------------------------  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


